It's Not Easy Being Green: Words and music Joe Raposo

ARTIST: Muppets     SIDEBAR: Joe Raposo also wrote the classic childrens' (and adults too!) "sing-a-long," "Sing (Sing a Song)," the famous "Sesame Street Theme," and many songs used throughout the long-running TV program and the Muppet spin-offs. 

Green (Bein' Green) Lyrics  (Words and Music by Joe Raposo)

Greetings, Kermit the Frog here
And today I'd like to tell you a little bit about the colour green
Do you know what's green
Well I am for one thing
You see frogs are green, and I'm a frog
And that means that I'm green, you see
A V1
It's not that easy being green

Having to spend each day the colour of the leaves

When I think it could be nicer being red, or yellow or gold

Or something much more colourful like that

A V2
It's not easy being green

It seems you blend in with so many other ordinary things

And people tend to pass you over 'cause you're

Not standing out like flashy sparkles in the water

Or stars in the sky

B
But green's the colour of Spring

And green can be cool and friendly-like

And green can be big like an ocean, or important

Like a mountain, or tall like a tree

A V3
When green is all there is to be

It could make you wonder why, but why wonder why

Wonder, I am green and it'll do fine, it's beautiful

And I think it's what I want to be
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B
And green can be big like an ocean
Or important like a mountain
Or tall like a tree 

When green is all there is to be
It could make you wonder why
But why wonder, why wonder?
I am green and it'll do fine
It's beautiful,   

And I think it's what I want to be

"It's not easy writing songs for Sesame Street. You get assignments such as, 'Write a song for Kermit the Frog.' Songwriter Joe Raposo realized that there was at least one definite fact about a frog: It's green. From this he developed a lyric that rationalized Kermit's feeling of self-awareness, making the point that some seemingly antisocial beings have sensitive sides. It is a declaration of personal dignity. 'A great deal of my own life is in it," says Raposo, 'and it all became more powerful than I had intended it to be.' All sorts of people have seen themselves in Kermit the Frog. Frank Sinatra, whose recording made "Green (Bein' Green)' a popular hit, has said, 'It's me.' Ray Charles recorded the song. Ministers have used it as the basis for their sermons. And the Lutheran Church has even included it in its hymnbook." —Festival of Popular Songs
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